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COURSE OF STUDY 



German 

Siegfried Benignus 



The instruction in German will begin at 
the age of ten, and will be given one reci- 
tation daily. 

The perceptive faculty of the pupils 
will then have been sharpened by four 
years of school work. They can read and 
write the English language tolerably well, 
and can comprehend the principal rules of 
its grammar. Their organs of speech are 
still elastic, and by the aid of a correct 
phonetic method, are readily adaptable to 
the various positions needed in the pro- 
duction of the specific vowels and con- 
sonants of the German tongue. Their in- 
terest for the cognate language can be 
easily awakened at this age, and since they 
are not overburdened as yet with other 
branches of study, they will be eagerly re- 
sponsive to the spirit of the language and 
to the life of the German people. 

To advocate beginning at a later age 
would mean the losing of a great deal of 
precious time. Besides, older people are 
often seriously handicapped by the ridicu- 
lous dread of blundering in attempting to 
speak a foreign language. As a rule, to 
begin earlier than the tenth year would be 
unwise, and to argue for it would be to 
overestimate the capacity of the child, or 
to underestimate the difficulties of the 
German language, which, though properly 
beginning early in the course, is not to be 
regarded as milk for babes. 

The subject-matter for the first year is: 

i. The school. 

Objects in the schoolroom, their place, their 
number, their color and form, the materials of 
which they are made. 

Persons (teachers, pupils and visitors) in the 
schoolroom, their name, their age, and ordinary 
movements. 



2. Arithmetic. 

Cardinal numerals to ioo; addition and sub- 
traction; ordinal numerals. 

3. Division of time. 

The hour (watch, clock), days of the week, 
months, date, festivals, holidays, vacations, 
phenomena of the four seasons; variations of 
temperature. 

4. Reading exercises in the German 
letters. 

5. Writing exercises in the German 
small and capital letters. 

" Normal "' alphabet as taught in Germany; 
dictations (new orthography as laid down by the 
German government); memorizing in prose 
and verse of easy and attractive subjects. 

The grammar in connection with the 
aforesaid subject-matter will include: 

a. Formation of the plural of substantives. 

b. Declension in the singular with adjec- 
tives. 

c. Application and declension of articles, of 
possessive pronouns, and of the principal 
demonstrative and interrogative pronouns. 

d. Conjugation of simple and compound 
verbs in the indicative present and imperfect, 
and in the imperative. 

e. Affirmative, negative, and interrogative 
sentences. 

f. Constructions direct and inverse. 

The month of October will be devoted 
especially to the training of the ear, and 
the elements of writing and reading. 

High School and Pedagogic 
School 

To go successfully through the four 
years of high school, a course of three 
years at least in German is prerequisite. 
Thepupils should become as perfect as pos- 
sible in speaking, writing, and reading, and 
should become familiar with German liter- 
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ature, life and habits, history, geography, 
and commerce. 

The instruction for post-graduates and 
adults who have learned German already, 
will aim to accomplish the following: 

i. They should be thoroughly and 
practically versed in good conversational 
forms with the various idiomatic expres- 
sions commonly used in Germany. They 
should be able to speak this language of 
everyday life readily and fluently with 
Germans here or in Germany itself. 

2. They should acquire a correct pro- 
nunciation, free from foreign accent. 

3. They should learn to master the 
written language, with its grammar and 
orthography, in order to express them- 
selves plainly and concisely on every sub- 
ject of life. 

4. They should attain to a fair knowl- 
edge of German literature, and to an un- 
derstanding of the reciprocal influences of 
the two kindred languages and literatures. 

5. They should become acquainted with 
German history, geography, political and 



national affairs, and something of German 
journalism. 

6. They should learn to comprehend 
the manifold and blessed correlations of 
the Americans and Germans in art, science, 
technics, commerce, and humanitarian 
aims. 

7. They should become familiar with the 
different methods of teaching German, 
regulating the kind and quantity of subject- 
matter according to the given time and to 
the capacities of the pupils. 

The detailed monthly programmes for 
high school and for post-graduate work 
will be arranged from the best pedagogical 
standpoint in accordance with the nec- 
essities of tha individual immediately 
after the opening of the Chicago Insti- 
tute. 

The following numbers of the Course 
of Study will contain besides the monthly 
work for beginners, high school and peda- 
gogic school, essays on the educational 
value of German, including method and 
teaching. 



Department of Library Economy 

Irene Warren Frances Simpson 



The aims of this course are to acquaint 
the student with the best books for chil- 
dren, and to bring into systematic lists the 
student's scattered knowledge of juvenile 
literature, so that he may more intelli- 
gently direct the child's reading and ad- 
minister a school library. Carefully se- 
lected classified lists will be given each 
student. Certain books will be assigned 
him to read and report. on their literary 
merits and their adaptation to the child's 
interest and the school work. As the li- 
brary is considered a central laboratory of 
the Institute, its work is most closely re- 
lated to every department, and excellent 
opportunities are given of testing the 



books with the children. Each student 
will be given some practical problem to 
be worked out, such as: Make a classified 
reading list of the best books on birds for 
a seventh-grade class, list to include litera- 
ture, science, pictures and music. 

Two hours a week will be devoted to the 
class work, and four hours a week to lab- 
oratory work. 

Outline of Work of the First 
Quarter 

1. Bibliography of Children's Literature: 

Picture Books. Classified lists of juvenile books 
in history, literature, geography, science. Ref- 
erence books. 



